
OFFICE OF THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
NEWSLETTER

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8TH, 2017
senatepresident.gov.ng | @SPNigeria

COVER: Senate President, Vice President Yemi Osinbajo, and Mrs. Dolapo Osinbajo at Waaka the Musical



#MadeInNigeria: Senate 
President at Command 

Performance of Waaka, 
The Musical

On Monday, October 2nd, the Senate President, 
Dr. Abubakar Bukola Saraki, alongside Vice-
President, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo, viewed the 
command performance of the Balance Austen-
Peters produced and directed theatrical 
production ‘Wakaa: The Musical.” 

The Senate President, through his personal social 
media handles said this of the production: 

“I was pleased to attend the Command 
Performance of #WakaaTheMusical alongside 
our Vice-President, Professor Yemi Osinbajo, his 
wife Dolapo, and hundreds of other theater-
lovers. 

“We were all truly entertained by the well 
thought-out plot, the engaging characters and 
the entire production. 

“A big thumbs up to Bolanle Austen-Peters and 
the entire cast and crew! You guys have 
positively advanced #MadeInNigeria theatre!”
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wakaathemusical?source=feed_text&story_id=10155782001009962
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/madeinnigeria?source=feed_text&story_id=10155782001009962


Senate Passes 5 
Key Motions at 

Plenary
On Tuesday, October 3rd, the Senate passed 
several key Motions: 

The first was on the need for Nigeria to begin 
the process of constructing Captive Dams in 
Communities across the country. This will allow 
us to increase the amount of fresh water that is 
available in many of our communities, as well 
as reduce the drilling of boreholes, which have 
long-term environmental problem; 

The second was on the urgent need to control 
the indiscriminate erection of speed bumps on 
Nigeria’s federal roads. Speed bumps are 
effective with regulating traffic, however, the 
indiscriminate construction of these bumps 
often leads to the accelerated wear and tear 
of vehicles. This is why the Senate resolved to 
direct the Federal Government to remove all 
indiscriminate speed bumps on federal 
highways;
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The third Motion was on the boundary crisis, which arises from 
the non-delimitation of Nigeria’s internal boundaries. This often 
leads to boundary disputes between neighbor ing 
communities. This is why today, we resolved to urge the 
National Boundary Commission to take immediate steps to 
stop the lingering boundary crisis in Nigeria; 

The fourth Motion was on the need to address the regulatory 
conflicts between JAMB and universities in the admission’s 
process into tertiary institutions. In order to remove the 
regulatory bottlenecks in the system, the Senate has resolved 
to invite the Committees on Education and TETFUND to organize 
a stakeholders meeting with the Ministry of Education, JAMB 
and other stakeholders in the education sector to review the 
UTME issue, come up with solutions and report back to the 
Senate in 4 weeks; 

Finally, we also passed a Motion on the urgent need for the 
Federal Government of Nigeria to fund our foreign missions. 
This is because many of our diplomatic mission abroad are 
facing serious challenges with their inability to pay the 
allowances, salaries and rent of home-based office. 
Additionally, there are several hanging threats by a few host 
countries to revoke the building permits of some properties 
abroad that belong to Nigerian missions. 

In this regard, the Senate moved to ensure that immediate 
action is taken to rectify this problem by working with foreign 
Ministers, ambassadors and stakeholders to develop solutions 
to ensure that are missions are adequately funded.



Senate Begins Probe of Allegations of 
Corruption in NNPC
On Wednesday, October 4th, the Senate passed a Motion to set 
up a Committee to conduct a holistic investigation into the 
allegations of corruption against NNPC Trading, the GMD of 
NNPC, and the allegations raised by recent leaked letter to Mr. 
President by the Minister of State of Petroleum, Dr. Ibe Kachikwu. 

The Motion highlighted the fact that Duke Oil, one of the outfits 
that makes up NNPC Trading was incorporated in 1989 in 
Panama and does not pay tax in Nigeria. 

The Motion also mentioned that there are several allegations of 
the general lack of transparency in and the non-provision of a 
level playing field, which oftens favor Duke Oil to lift petroleum 
products without payments, as opposed to its competitors. 
These practices have led to Duke Oil becoming the highest 
money earner, and at the same time, the highest money waster 
— which helps to greatly stifle the growth of indigenous 
companies operating in the sector. 

Additionally, Duke Oil remains the sole importer of AGO to 
PPMC and Retail, which it does through third parties. This 
contributes to slowing down the growth of our indigenous 
companies that are making giant strides in the sector. 

In this regard, the Senate has constituted an ad-hoc Committee 
to investigate the policies introduced by the current GMD of 
NNPC to allocate all products to Duke Oil and carry out a 
holistic investigation into the activities of NNPC Trading Limited. 

The Senate President directed the Committee, Chaired by 
Senator Wammakko, to take these allegations and their 
investigative work very seriously, because it is a matter that 
goes to the root of stamping out corruption in Nigeria.
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Senate President 
Inaugurates the Nigeria-
Morocco Parliamentary 

Friendship Group
On Wednesday, October 4th, the Senate President, 
Dr. Abubakar Bukola Saraki, inaugurated the 
Nigeria-Morocco Parliamentary Friendship Group.  

During the Senate President’s visit to the President 
of the House of Councilors, H.E. Mr. Hakim 
Benchamach, in Rabat earlier this year, he 
discussed how to deepen par l iamentary 
cooperation between Nigeria and Morocco in 
order to support the executive arms of government 
of both countries. 

The two leaders of parliament came to the 
conclus ion that set t ing up an e f fect ive 
parliamentary friendship group at the parliament 
of both countries would serve as a good starting 
point. 

The Senate President said:  

“I am happy that we have kept this promise and 
moving towards the brighter s ide of our 
relationship. 
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“Another issue that came up during my visit to Rabat that is 
relevant to what we are doing here today, was the possibility 
of setting up an inter-continental forum of parliaments in 
Africa and Latin America through a joint parliamentary action 
within the framework of south-south cooperation.  

“This committee can consider taking up such an agenda to 
discuss the pros and cons and the overall benefit to our 
people particularly in achieving our sustainable development 
agenda.”



Senate Begins Consideration of President 
Buhari’s Virement Request

On Thursday, October 5th, the Senate began 
consideration of Mr. President’s request for the 
Virement of funds from various budget lines to fund 
the Federal Government’s Priority Projects and 
Programmes. 

In the Senate President’s remarks, he appealed to the 
Senators to allow the Virement request to be referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations.  

Some Senato r s obse rved tha t be fo re the 
consideration of the Virement Request, there should 
have been a more significant level of implementation 
of the 2017 budget. However, in line with the Senate’s 
commitment to give its full support to the executive 
within the ambits of the law, the Senate voted to 
continue with the consideration of the request by 
sending it to the Committee on Appropriations. 

The Senate President assured the Senators that the 
Appropriations Committee will take note of the 
observations that have been raised on the floor and 
work with other relevant Committees during this 
process. 
He also asked the Committee to report back to the 
full Senate Plenary in two weeks.
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Senate Receives Report 
of the Implementation 

of 2017 Budget
On Thursday, October 5th, the Senate received the 
Appropriations and Finance Joint Committee Report on 
the Implementation of the 2017 Budget. 

The Senate, after meeting with the ministers in charge of 
the budget and the economy, resolved to: 
- Continue to work to ensure that the Executive has not 
embarked on selective implementation of the 2017 
budget; 
- Ensure the review in the budget year should not affect 
60% of the budget; 
- Ensure that the 2018 Budget be passed in good time to 
allow for its full implementation; 
- Make use of operating circulars in revenue generation 
in concerned agencies; and 
- Encourage the Executive to block all leakages of 
operational surpluses in all Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies. 

The Senate also emphasized the importance of not 
having selective implementation of the 2017 budget, 
stating that the execution of the budget must be carried 
out in line with what was passed and assented into law, 
not a discretionary basis.
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HIGHLIGHT: Senate President in Uyo 
as Super Eagles Qualify for 2018 
FIFA World Cup



Senate President in Uyo to 
Cheer on Super Eagles
On Saturday, President of the Senate, Dr. Abubakar 
Bukola Saraki, was in Uyo to watch the Nigerian Super 
Eagles qualify for the 2018 World Cup that is scheduled 
to hold in Russia. 

In a tweet posted on his personal @BukolaSaraki handle, 
the Senate President said:  

“It was great to be in Uyo to cheer on our 
@NGSuperEagles! You guys continue to make us all 
proud and demonstrate the greatness in our diversity. 

“Congratulations to all Nigerians. We can truly achieve 
great things when we come together! 

“On to #Russia2018! #SoarEagles #NGAZAM." 

In a statement signed by his Special Adviser on Media & 
Publicity, the Senate President urged the Nigerian 
Football Federation (NFF) and the Ministry of Sports to not 
take their feet off the pedal ahead of 2018. 

“Right now, we must begin to plan and work towards 
victory for our Super Eagles,” he said, “They have made 
us proud on the field, now, the NFF, the Ministry of Sports, 
the sponsors, and all concerned stakeholders must work 
together to ensure that our players and the team thrives 
at the World Cup.”
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https://twitter.com/NGSuperEagles
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Russia2018?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/SoarEagles?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/NGAZAM?src=hash
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